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Tired of the same old tourist traps?Whether you’re a visitor or a local looking for something
different, Oregon Off the Beaten Path shows you the Beaver State with new perspectives on
timeless destinations and introduces you to those you never knew existed.Experience the
restorative power of mineral waters at Belknap Hot Springs after a day of hiking the McKenzie
River National Recreation Trail.Watch Shakespeare's works come alive in Ashland's authentic
outdoor Elizabethan Theatre.Escape the bustle of the city with a stroll through one of Portland's
many gardens, including The Grotto and Japanese Gardens.So if you’ve “been there, done that”
one too many times, forget the main road and venture Off the Beaten Path.

From the Back CoverTired of the same old tourist traps? Whether you’re a visitor or a local
looking for something different, let Oregon Off the Beaten Path show you the Beaver State you
never knew existed. Speed across snow-covered trails on a dogsled at the Trail of Dreams
Training Camp. Trek back in time to the gun-slinging Wild West by walking the Pendleton
Underground. Go wine tasting and explore some of the region’s finest vineyards and wineries
hidden away in the Umpqua Valley. So if you’ve “been there, done that” one too many times, get
off the main road and venture Off the Beaten Path. --This text refers to the paperback
edition.About the AuthorKim Cooper Findling is the editor of Central Oregon Magazine and the
author of Day Trips From Portland: Getaway Ideas for the Local Traveler and Chance of Sun: An
Oregon Memoir. Kim is an ambassador for Travel Oregon’s Ask Oregon program. Her work has
appeared in Horizon Air, Alaska Air, Runner’s World, Sky West, The Best Places to Kiss NW,
High Desert Journal and more, and she was the 2011 winner of the Oregon Quarterly Northwest
Perspectives Essay Contest. Kim grew up on the Oregon Coast and has lived in Central Oregon
since 1995. See www.kimcooperfindling.com. --This text refers to the paperback edition.
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All the information in this guidebook is subject to change. We recommend that you call ahead to
obtain current information before traveling.An imprint of The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing
Group, Inc.4501 Forbes Blvd., Ste. 200Lanham, MD 20706Distributed by NATIONAL BOOK
NETWORKCopyright © 2016 by The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc.This Globe
Pequot edition 2021Off the Beaten Path is a registered trademark of Rowman & Littlefield.Maps
by Melissa BakerAll rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by
any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems,
without written permission from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote passages in
a review.British Library Cataloguing in Publication Information availableLibrary of Congress
Cataloging-in-Publication Data available The paper used in this publication meets the minimum
requirements of American National Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper
for Printed Library Materials, ANSI/NISO Z39.48-1992.To all those wonderful dining and lodging
hosts and the dozens of volunteers and staff at regional and local visitor information centers who
stand ready to offer local information and helpful advice to travelers; to all those travelers who
enjoy finding out what’s just around the bend; to family members and friends who return to their
favorite places year after year; and to everyone who enjoys exploring Oregon’s byways and
finding those enticing and scenic places off the beaten path.OREGONContentsAbout the
Author About the ReviserAcknowledgementsIntroductionThe Oregon CoastMyrtlewoods,
Redwoods, Easter Lilies, and CranberriesWhale-Watching TerritoryOn Lewis and Clark’s
TrailSouthern OregonCrater Lake and Southern CascadesThe Klamath BasinShakespeare and
Peter Britt CountryScenic Rogue River CountryThe Umpqua ValleySoutheastern OregonThe
Old WestWildlife and RangelandsBasque CountryWestern Treasure ValleyCentral OregonLava
LandsLand of the Three SistersCrooked River GorgePrehistoric Fossil LandsNortheastern
OregonRanch CountryOregon Trail TerritoryHells Canyon and the High WallowasPortland and
EnvironsDowntown and Old TownWhere the Rivers MergeHistoric East Side
NeighborhoodsOregon Trail’s EndFarm and Flower CountryColumbia River Gorge and High
CascadesScenic Columbia River GorgeMount Hood Recreation AreaThe Willamette
ValleyFarms and VineyardsThe Heart of the ValleyCentral Cascade MountainsCovered Bridge
CountryAppendix: Travel Planning ResourcesIndexAbout the AuthorMyrna Oakley has traveled
the byways of the Northwest and western British Columbia since 1970, always with a camera in
hand and an inquisitive eye for natural and scenic areas, as well as for wonderful inns, gardens,
and places with historical character and significance. In this process, she has developed an
affinity for goose-down comforters, friendly conversations by the fire, and intriguing people who
generally prefer to live somewhat off the beaten path.In addition to Oregon Off the Beaten Path,
she has written Washington Off the Beaten Path; Recommended Bed & Breakfasts: Pacific
Northwest; Public and Private Gardens of the Northwest; and Bed and Breakfast Northwest. She
also teaches about the business of freelance writing, novel writing, and travel writing.About the
ReviserFifth-generation Oregonian Kim Cooper Findling writes about the people and places of
her home state. She is the editor of Bend Magazine, the publisher of Dancing Moon Press and



the author of The Sixth Storm, with Libby Findling; Day Trips to the Oregon Coast: Getaway
Ideas for the Local Traveler; Bend, Oregon Daycations: Day Trips for Curious Families; Day Trips
from Portland: Getaway Ideas for the Local Traveler; and Chance of Sun: An Oregon Memoir.
She lives in Bend, Oregon, with her husband, three teenagers, and two cats.AcknowledgmentsI
have worked two decades as a travel writer and author, and I am blessed beyond words for the
journeys to fantastic destinations both physical and metaphysical that have ensued. My books
would not come to fruition without the support and assistance of many others. First to thank in a
cosmic shout-out is the Pacific Northwest, for existing as such a diverse, fascinating, and richly
beautiful place. I am unbelievably fortunate to reside and write here. I owe thank yous to dozens
of tourism and travel professionals and longtime colleagues who contribute to my work—too
many to name here, but you are all unparalleled. Personal thanks to friends and acquaintances
who regularly contribute travel destination ideas. Finally, I extend endless gratitude to my family,
my steady traveling companions. You are the best road trip sidekicks on the planet, and I am so
very lucky.IntroductionGrowing up on the Oregon Coast in the 1970s and 1980s, I was aware
that I lived in a beautiful and remarkable place. I was born to a family of wanderers, and as we
traveled from the blustery coast to the lush Willamette Valley, from the austere high desert to the
alpine forests of the Cascade Range, from the bustling city to the wide-open rural stretches, I
reveled in the diversity, grandeur, and hidden delights of my home state. Later, when I became a
writer, it was no surprise that Oregon itself would be my subject and my muse. Sharing with
readers stories of this state’s people, hidden pockets and many pleasures has been my privilege
for twenty years.Exploring 101: Favorite Oregon Highways and BywaysHistoric Columbia River
US Highway 30: Starting at Troutdale, east of Portland, and continuing in several sections
roughly paralleling I-84, to The Dalles. Note: Several sections of US Historic Columbia River
Highway 30 (US 30), including a number of tunnels, have been reopened for walking, hiking, and
bicycling (hcrh.com).US Highway 101 (US 101): The more than 300 mile-length of the scenic
Oregon coast starting at Astoria in the north or starting at Brookings on the south coastHighway
126: From Florence, on the central coast, to Eugene, then east and onto Highway 242 at the
small community of McKenzie Bridge and winding up and over McKenzie Pass to Sisters and
the central Oregon high desert region (or, if Highway 242 is still snowbound, go instead to
Highway 22 over Santiam Pass to the high desert)Highway 138: From Roseburg winding east
along the scenic Umpqua River to Diamond Lake and Crater LakeJohn Fremont Highway 31:
Heading southeast from Bend and La Pine (on US 97) and continuing on US Highway 395 to
LakeviewHighway 205: Scenic route from Burns south through the Malheur National Wildlife
Refuge to Frenchglen and on to the Alvord Basin desert region and returning back to
BurnsHighway 82: From La Grande to Elgin, Enterprise, Joseph, and into the scenic Wallowa
Mountains area and the end of the road at Imnaha, all in northeastern OregonHighway 86: From
Baker City to Halfway and on to Hells Canyon Dam, then the paved back road around to
JosephHighway 395: Traversing the center of the state north at Pendleton to south at Lakeview,
through the John Day Country and the high desertTOP Hits in the Beaver StateColumbia River



Gorgefrom Troutdale east to UmatillaCovered bridgesWillamette Valley and southern
Oregoncovered-bridges.orgCrater Lake National Parksouthern OregonHells Canyon National
Recreation Areanortheastern OregonHistoric Columbia RiverUS 30from Troutdale to The
DallesKlamath Basin National Wildlife RefugeKlamath FallsLava Lands and Newberry National
Volcanic Monumentcentral OregonLewis and Clark Corps of Discovery sitesColumbia River
Gorge, Long Beach Peninsula, and Astorianps.gov/foclMalheur National Wildlife Refugesouth of
Burns in southeastern OregonOregon coast lighthousesfrom Astoria on the north coast to
Brookings on the south coastOregon farmers’ and Saturday marketssmall towns and cities
statewide, Mar through Octoregonfarmersmarkets.orgOregon Trail sitesnortheastern Oregon to
the Willamette ValleyPublic, historic, botanic, and display gardensPortland and environs, the
Willamette Valley, and the Oregon coastWhale-watch weeks in MarchOregon
coastwhalespoken.orgIn that time, too, Oregon’s delights have been discovered by many.
Traveling off the beaten path has become a well-worn habit, one shared by fellow Oregonians as
well as visitors. Our wide ocean beaches and spectacular coastline remain a favorite destination
—fully preserved for everyone to enjoy. A sense of the mid-1840s pioneer past still permeates
much of the state, and sections of the Oregon Trail, including the actual wagon ruts, have been
identified and preserved in eastern and central Oregon.History and heritage are reflected in
sites you can visit throughout the Columbia River Gorge and at the mouth of this mighty river at
the Pacific Ocean. Along this route, some thirty-three members of the Lewis and Clark Corps of
Discovery, including Clark’s Newfoundland dog, Seaman, met and traded with local Native
Indian tribes, collected plant and animal specimens, and camped during the rainy winter of 1805
to 1806.While modern explorers will enjoy more amenities and pleasant accommodation
choices in Oregon than Lewis and Clark did, it is worthwhile to be mindful of the weather when
planning a trip. The Pacific Northwest has four distinct seasons and two distinct weather
patterns.The eastern half of the state, the high desert, at elevations of 3,000 to 5,000 feet and
higher, offers crisp, cold winters and hot, dry summers. Destinations east of Bend and east of
US 97 offer quieter byways and many undiscovered and less crowded destinations. This is real
cowboy and cowgirl country, and you’ll find longer distances between towns and cities. (Note:
Always fill the gas tank before heading into the rural stretches.) In these outback areas, however,
there are ample visitor information centers as well as friendly locals glad to help travelers with
directions. If you enjoy snow and winter sports, plan treks to the Cascade Mountain regions from
mid- to late November through March. (See these chapters: Southeastern Oregon, Central
Oregon, Northeastern Oregon, and Columbia River Gorge and High Cascades.)The western
half of the state, situated between the Cascade Mountain Range and the Pacific Ocean, offers
low elevation, green, and lush regions with mild temperatures year-round. Hundreds of public
gardens and nurseries, vineyards and wineries, and major metropolitan and coastal areas are
discovered here. If you want less traffic and less crowded places, especially along the coast,
visit midweek. Or, travel early spring, April through June, and early fall, September (after Labor
Day) and October. Autumn in the entire Northwest is generally sunny and warm. (See these



chapters: The Oregon Coast, Southern Oregon, Portland and Environs, Columbia River Gorge
and High Cascades, and The Willamette Valley.)At the end of each chapter, places to eat and
places to stay are listed, including resorts, inns, historic hotels, RV parks, and luxury lodgings,
along with coffeehouses, bakeries, cafes, breweries, and restaurants. Casual, informal, and
friendly are the bywords here; however, open hours can change and may be highly seasonal, so
it’s always best to call ahead to determine hours and to ask about the current weather (which
might still change five minutes later).Hundreds of day-use parks and overnight campgrounds
located in scenic areas throughout the state are managed by Oregon State Parks, city and
county parks, the USDA Forest Service campgrounds, and the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) campgrounds. You can call the Oregon State Parks reservation line (800-452-5687) or
register online (oregonstateparks.org) up to six months ahead to reserve full-service RV sites
and tent sites. For general information about state park accommodations, call (800) 551-6949. A
number of state parks are open year-round, and many of them offer cozy cabins, camping yurts,
and even deluxe yurts with kitchens. For more information obtain a copy of Oregon Parks and
Heritage Guide from any local visitor information center.I hope you enjoy this field trip through
the Beaver State—walking in the footsteps of yesterday and today. Happy travels!Take Care Out
ThereAs Oregon has been discovered, visitor numbers have increased and along with them, the
impact on the state’s amazing destinations. Keep yourself and the landscape safe with these tips
from the folks of Travel Oregon.Prepare—Plan AheadPrepare before you head out, consider
what you want to see and experience, your group’s physical abilities and what’s realistic to do in
the time you have. Can you visit off peak to avoid crowds?Be ReadyCheck conditions. Pack your
Ten Essentials. Got the right shoes for the terrain? Water? Cell phone? You may not always have
coverage, so take a picture of the trail map or bring one with you. Consider hiring a guide.Don’t
ForgetLet someone know where you’re headed and when you plan to be back. Tuck some cash
in your pocket for park fees (which help maintain Oregon’s natural spaces).Care—Make Smart
ChoicesKnow your limits and when to stop for the day. Follow the signs; they’re there to tell you
important stuff like how to avoid injuries and not get lost.Be RespectfulIf you’re lucky enough to
spot wildlife, use your zoom lens and observe from afar. Share trails with others. Know who
manages the land you access and what the rules and regulations are.Keep It NaturalStay on
designated trails and areas to protect the landscape. Don’t take anything home but your trash—
and please, please take your trash with you. Make wildfire prevention a top priority.Connect—
Enjoy YourselfExperiencing the quiet, awe-inspiring beauty of nature can not only uplift your
spirits, it can improve your health. Think of Oregon’s vast outdoors as your place to relax and
recharge.Say HelloGreet fellow adventurers and spark a conversation. Check in at a visitor
center, ranger station, and/or local business to learn from the locals, grab a map and gather
local insight.Spread GoodwillShare your knowledge with others if it’s helpful. Support the
community—eat, drink, shop, and stay local. Stop by cultural centers to learn our history and
relationship to place.Oregon Fast Facts•Area: 97,073 square miles• Capital: Salem, located in
the central Willamette Valley about one hour south of Portland• County names (36 in all): Baker,



Benton, Clackamas, Clatsop, Columbia, Coos, Crook, Curry, Deschutes, Douglas, Gilliam,
Grant, Harney, Hood River, Jackson, Jefferson, Josephine, Klamath, Lake, Lane, Lincoln, Linn,
Malheur, Marion, Morrow, Multnomah, Polk, Sherman, Tillamook, Umatilla, Union, Wallowa,
Wasco, Washington, Wheeler, and Yamhill• Highest point: Mount Hood (11,237 feet), located
approximately 50 miles east of Portland• Major rivers: Columbia River, which flows south then
west from its source in the Canadian Rockies and empties into the Pacific Ocean at Astoria on
the north coast; the Willamette River, which flows north from its source in the Umpqua National
Forest in the southern Cascade Mountains and empties into the Columbia River just north of
downtown Portland• Mascot and colors, Oregon State University: Beavers, orange and black
(located in Corvallis, central Willamette Valley)• Mascot and colors, Portland State University:
Vikings, green and white (located in Portland)• Mascot and colors, University of Oregon: Ducks,
green and yellow (located in Eugene, southern Willamette Valley)• Nickname: the Beaver State•
Population: 4.2 million• State animal: beaver• State bird: western meadowlark• State birthday:
February 14, 1859• State fish: Chinook salmon• State flower: Oregon grape• State gem:
sunstone• State rock: thunder egg• State tree: Douglas firBites, Sips, Pours, and PlatesWhether
rambling along the Oregon coast for a day or a long weekend, travelers often look for great
coffee stops and perhaps a bite to eat and delicious pastries at a local cafe or pub. Check out
these coffeehouses, cafes, bakeries, and pubs as you work your way along the Oregon coast!•
Astoria Coffeehouse & Bistro, Astoria• Bandon Coffee Cafe on 2nd Street in Bandon•Barnacle
Bistro in Gold Beach• Bread and Ocean Bakery, on Laneda Avenue in Manzanita• Blue
Scorcher Bakery & Café, Astoria• Buoy Beer Company, Astoria• 5 Rivers Coffee Roasters &
Coffeehouse, US 101 north, Tillamook• 42nd Street Café, in Seaview, Long Beach Peninsula•
Green Salmon Coffee Company on 2nd Street, Yachats• The Cafe on Hawk Creek, Neskowin•
Kaffe 101 on South Broadway in Coos Bay-North Bend• Lost Roo, Long Beach Peninsula•
MacGregor’s Whiskey Bar & Restaurant, Cannon Beach• Manzanita News & Espresso, Laneda
Avenue in Manzanita• McMenamins Lighthouse Brewpub, Lincoln City• Mo’s West at Otter Rock
north of Newport• Nana’s Irish Pub, Newport• Pacific Grind Cafe, on US 101 north, Lincoln City•
Pelican Pub & Brewery, Pacific City• River Roasters, Old Town Florence• Rogue Brewer’s on the
Bay at Yaquina Bay Marina in Newport• Sleepy Monk Coffeehouse, N. Hemlock Street, Cannon
Beach• Stimulus Espresso Café, Pacific City• The restaurant at the Tillamook Creamery,
TillamookThe Oregon CoastThe Oregon Coast ranges 363 miles along the Pacific Ocean from
Brookings, at the southern end of the coast, to Astoria, a many hour’s drive to the north where
the Columbia River separates the Beaver State from Washington State. The Astoria-Megler
bridge arches high above the Columbia River offering drivers wide views and safe access to
Washington’s Long Beach Peninsula and destinations from there into the Evergreen
State.Although some portions of this trek move inland and away from the ocean a few miles,
travelers will find many established waysides on the ocean side to pull off US 101, particularly
along the central coast section from Florence north to Newport and Lincoln City. These are safe
places to enjoy wide views of sea stacks, lighthouses, the ocean, and myriad sea birds flying



about. You’ll also find a number of state campgrounds and day picnicking waysides along the
way and many of these are close to the sandy beaches. The best news is that nearly every inch
of the Oregon coast and its sandy beaches are open to the public.THE OREGON
COASTMyrtlewoods, Redwoods, Easter Lilies, and CranberriesWith its mild, relatively dry
winters, the southern Oregon coast offers many appealing options—clamming, crabbing, hiking,
fishing, beachcombing, museum hopping, and just plain solitude beckon visitors to linger
awhile.Brookings and Gold BeachFrom late June to early September, fields of lilies, both Easter
lilies and Oriental hybrids, nod in colorful profusion along US 101 just south of Brookings. At
Flora Pacifica, 15447 Oceanview Drive, Harbor (541-469-9741; florapacifica.com), you can
enjoy the colorful viewing garden and several acres of flowers for cutting, such as calla lilies,
astilbe, delphinium, larkspur, and fragrant lavender. You can see where the flowers are dried and
made into gorgeous swags and wreaths as well as browse the well-stocked gift shop seven days
a week from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Before continuing north, stop to pick up current maps and
information at the Oregon Welcome Center located at 1650 Hwy. 101 and near Harris Beach
State Park, open daily May through October.You can then head out the Chetco River Road from
Brookings and spend an hour or so hiking the 1-mile Redwood Grove Nature Trail, located 8.5
miles inland from US 101 and 0.5 mile north of Alfred A. Loeb State Park, on the north bank of
the Chetco River. Aided by the helpful interpretive brochure, you and the kids will pass some
fourteen numbered stations and identify trees, shrubs, ferns, and flowers that are characteristic
of this coastal region. The centuries-old giant redwoods range between 300 and 800 years in
age and may reach heights of 350 feet and girths of 25 feet. To travel into the heart of the
awesome redwoods and Redwood National Park, continue south from Brookings to Crescent
City, California.For other wilderness hiking information, including wilderness cabins, contact the
Gold Beach Ranger District at 29279 Ellensburg Avenue (541-247-3600; fs.usda.gov/rogue-
siskiyou). You can also obtain helpful information from the nationwide reservation service
website for USDA Forest Service campgrounds, recreation.gov (888-448-1474, information;
877-444-6777, reservations).Guided rafting and drift-boat fishing trips are also available on the
Chetco River; information about local guides can be obtained from the ranger station or from the
Brookings-Harbor Visitor Information Center, 16330 Lower Harbor Road (541-469-3181;
brookingsor.com).Enjoy evenings of live local theater while you’re in the Brookings-Harbor area.
Both the Chetco Pelican Players (541-469-1877; chetcopelicanplayers.org) and Brookings-
Harbor Community Theater (541-373-3680; brookingsharborcommunitytheater.com) perform
throughout the year and offer con-temporary, light comedy and melodrama as well as popular
Broadway musicals.History buffs may want to plan a visit to the Chetco Valley Historical Society
Museum (541-469-6651) located in the Blake House, the oldest standing house in the
Brookings-Harbor area. The vintage red-and-white structure served as a stagecoach station and
trading post on the south coast during the early 1800s. The museum is located at 15461
Museum Road in Brookings and is open mid-March through November, Saturday and Sunday,
noon to 4:00 p.m. For good eats in Brookings, pop into Black Trumpet Bistro (625 Chetco



Avenue, Ste. 200; 541-887-0860), which is open Monday through Friday for lunch and dinner;
Saturday and Sunday for dinner only. Head down to the harbor area for delicious coffee and
espresso at The Bell & Whistle Coffee Shop at 16350 Lower Harbor Road, Brookings
(541-469-2218), open daily. Or, pop into The Hungry Clam also on Lower Harbor Road for tasty
fish and chips, great burgers, dogs, and chowders (541-469-2526). Enjoy views of the water
from both eateries. For tasty Italian fare, try Zola’s Pizzaria, 16362 Lower Harbor Road
(541-412-7100), which boasts over 100 craft beers, and for fresh-baked goods try Bakery by the
Sea at 1105 Chetco Avenue, Brookings (541-251-3665); go inside the building and down the
hall to find the bakery entry. If time permits, detour at Cape Sebastian, located just north of
Brookings and Pistol River, and some 5 miles south of Gold Beach. Rising 500 feet from the
Pacific Ocean, the cape offers spectacular views of the coastline north and south, as well as
hiking trails and picnic areas. Don’t be deterred by the weather; this sight is not to be missed,
even on a blustery day.For one of the best side trips on the south Curry County coast, take one
of the Rogue River mail boat trips (800-451-3645; mailboat.com) from Gold Beach up the lower
Rogue River. Here passengers and daily mail are transported in open and safe hydrojet-
powered launches across ripples and easy rapids about 32 miles upriver, to Agness. Good-
natured pilots (Coast Guard certified) point out wildlife, birdlife, and geological features along the
way, often recounting lively tales of early river life. A hearty lunch at rustic Singing Springs Resort
and the 32-mile return trip to Gold Beach complete this memorable foray into the Rogue River’s
pioneer past. Information about the mail boat trips and overnight options can be obtained from
the Gold Beach–Wedderburn Visitor Information Center, located at the south edge of Gold
Beach at 94080 Shirley Ln. (800-525-2334; goldbeach.org).A longer, 102-mile round-trip mail
boat excursion up into the federally designated Wild and Scenic section of the Rogue River is
also available. You could spend the night at remote Lucas Pioneer Ranch & Fishing Lodge
(541-247-7443) upriver near Agness. Also up the river from Gold Beach is the wonderful, rustic,
and peaceful yet luxurious Tu Tu’ Tun Lodge (800-864-6357; tututun.com). Or hang out in Gold
Beach and pop into Biscuit Coffeehouse (541-247-7733) located next door to Gold Beach
Books, 29707 Ellensburg Avenue/US 101, for great coffee drinks, fresh-baked pastries, and
good reads. Find tasty clam chowder, fish and chips, burgers, and sweet potato fries at Barnacle
Bistro, 29805 Ellensburg Avenue/US 101 (541-247-7799; barnaclebistro.com). Or, try Porthole
Café down on the harbor in the historic Cannery Building, Gold Beach (541-247-7411;
portholecafe.com).As you head north on US 101, the coastal headlands press close to the
ocean, and the highway, once a narrow Indian trail, curves along a shelf high above the waves
and around Humbug Mountain to Port Orford. In 1828, mountain man Jedediah Smith trekked
through the area with more than a dozen men and some 250 horses loaded with furs obtained
by trapping and trading in California. Crossing the mouth of the Rogue River, Jedediah reported
in his journal that twelve horses drowned, but the furs, ferried across in canoes, were saved.Bed-
and-Breakfasts, Historic Inns, and Lodges on the South CoastFloras Lake House Bed and
BreakfastLanglois(541) 348-2573floraslake.comMt. Emily Ranch Bed &



BreakfastBrookings(541) 661-2134 or (541) 469-3983mtemilyranch.comRequa Inn
HotelKlamath, CA, near Redwood National Parkrequainn.comSouth Coast Inn Bed &
BreakfastBrookings(541) 469-5557southcoastinn.comTu Tu’ Tun LodgeGold Beach(800)
864-6357tututun.comAt Port Orford visit the scenic local harbor, a natural deepwater area where
fishing boats are hoisted in and out of the churning waters each day with an enormous
converted log boom. You’ll often see the boats resting high and dry on long trailers atop the
pier.Gather more information at Port Orford’s Visitor Information Center, located at the south end
of the town at Battle Rock City Park (541-332-4106; enjoyportorford.com). Be sure to ask about
the Port Orford Lifeboat Station grounds and museum and the Bioswale Garden near the visitors
center. WildSprings Guest Habitat at 92978 Cemetery Road (541-332-0977; wildspring.com) is
a magical forested overnight retreat with five eco-friendly, comfortable cabins. The grounds also
include views of the Pacific, a soaking pool and trails.If time allows, drive about 5 miles west of
US 101—just north of Port Orford—to Cape Blanco State Park to see the Cape Blanco
Lighthouse. Constructed in the 1870s, the lighthouse is the oldest still standing on the coast,
and its light still shines 21 miles out to sea. The lighthouse is open for tours April through
October, Wednesday through Monday, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Nearby, the restored
Historic Hughes House, ca. 1898, sits in a small meadow above the winding Sixes River. It was
built as a dairy ranch by pioneers Patrick and Jane Hughes and is now part of the Cape Blanco
State Park complex. The house is open from April through October, Wednesday through
Monday, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Call ahead to arrange a visit (541-332-0248).Of the nine
original lighthouses on the Oregon coast, light beams from six of them continue to guide
mariners, fishing parties, sailors, and pleasure boaters along coastal waters. Although newer
technology in marine navigation—radio beacons and such—has retired the other three
lighthouses from active service, there is growing interest in preserving these vintage maritime
structures as historic sites, interpretive centers, and museums. See a list of Oregon lighthouses
on page 26.The nearby Sixes River offers fishing for fall chinook, spring and fall sea-run
cutthroat, and winter steelhead. Cape Blanco State Park is open from April to November and
offers facilities for day and overnight use, in addition to a hiker-biker camp. There are large state
campgrounds in each section of the coast that remain open all year; many offer roomy yurts,
small cabins, and tepees as alternatives to tent or RV camping. Browse oregonstateparks.org;
call (800) 551-6947 for information and (800) 452-5687 for reservations.TOP Hits on the Oregon
CoastAzalea Park GardensBrookingsCape Kiwanda and dory fishing fleetPacific CityColumbia
River Maritime MuseumAstoriaThe Connie Hansen Garden ConservancyLincoln
CityDarlingtonia WaysideFlorenceDevil’s Churn and Cape PerpetuaYachatsFort
Clatsopbetween Astoria and GearhartHistoric Seaside PromenadeSeasideOregon Coast
AquariumNewportRogue River mail boat tripsGold BeachShore Acres Gardens and Sunset Bay
State ParkCoos Bay–CharlestonTillamook Naval Air Station Museum and World War II blimp
hangarTillamookUmpqua Discovery CenterReedsportYaquina Head
LighthouseNewportBandonLocated at the mouth of the Coquille River, where the river surges



into the Pacific Ocean, the community of Bandon is known for its cheese and its cranberries.
Milk for the original Bandon Cheese and Produce Company, founded in 1927, was hauled from
nearby Coquille Valley dairies by stern-wheel riverboats, and both cheddar cheese and butter
were shipped to San Francisco by steamboat.Some 900 acres of cranberry bogs are under
cultivation near Bandon. The original vines were brought from Cape Cod, Massachusetts, in
1879 by pioneer grower Charles McFarlin. In those days, the Coos Indians helped pick the bright
red berries with wooden-toothed scoops each autumn. The Bandon community celebrates a
cranberry festival every September. Displays of Indian artifacts and old photos of the cranberry
harvest, as well as exhibits of local history—the town burned to the ground twice, in 1914 and
1936—can be seen at the Bandon Historical Society Museum (541-347-2164;
bandonhistoricalmuseum.org), located at 270 Fillmore Avenue and US 101 and near the harbor
and Old Town shops and eateries. The museum is open Monday through Saturday from 10:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (closed Sunday, October through May, and entirely in January). If time allows,
from here drive several blocks west out to the bluff overlooking the ocean and turn onto Beach
Loop Drive. Wind along the ocean drive to see enormous sea stacks—giant rock formations left
over from eons-old underwater volcanoes—and large rocks hosting colonies of seabirds. There
are several places to park and walk down to the beach, one being Face Rock State Scenic
Viewpoint. This is one of the best beach walks on the south coast. For ocean-view sleeps call
the Bandon Inn at 355 US 101 (541-347-4417).Within walking distance of the historical
museum, you can enjoy a stroll through Old Town shops and galleries. For tasty espresso drinks,
pastries, and deli sandwiches, pop into Bandon Coffee Cafe (541-347-1144) at 365 2nd Street,
which opens every day at 6:00 a.m. For casual fare stop at Bandon Brewing Company at 395
2nd Street (541-347-3911), open daily at 11:00 a.m. for tasty homemade pizza, salads, and
fresh craft beer made onsite. You’re ready for dining with ocean views? Drive out to Bandon
Dunes Golf Resort and dine at the Pacific Grill, upstairs in the clubhouse (57744 Round Lake
Road; 855-220-6710); open daily for breakfast, lunch, and dinner. For current information, call
the Bandon Visitor Center (541-347-9616; bandon.com).Nestled alongside the Coquille River,
just north of Bandon’s Old Town marina, the Coquille River Lighthouse, now a museum, was
built in the late 1890s. You can access the historic structure from Bullards Beach State Park, off
US 101 just north of Bandon. Walk out the jetty trail to see spectacular ocean waves crash on
the rocks that edge both sides of the Coquille River as it surges into the Pacific. The large state
park offers RV sites, tent sites, and space for hiker-bicycle parties and for horse campers.
Bullards Beach State Park is open year-round (contact state parks for reservations:
800-452-5687; oregonstateparks.org).For a pleasant side trip from Bandon, head east on
Highway 42 for about 15 miles to the small community of Coquille. The community’s annual Gay
Nineties Celebration on the first Saturday of June launches the summer season.To experience
some of the most magnificent scenery on the south coast, detour from US 101 about 10 miles
north of Bandon to Charleston and then double back to Sunset Bay, Shore Acres, and Cape
Arago. This area can also be accessed by heading west from Coos Bay–North Bend.Sandstone



cliffs curve around picturesque, half-moon Sunset Bay. Atop the cliffs are easy hiking trails. At
low tide, you can walk out along the rocks on the south side to explore tide pools filled with sea
anemones, tiny crabs, oblong chitons, and purple sea urchins. Keep close supervision of
children and wear sturdy shoes for this trek so as not to take a spill on wet rocks and slippery
seaweed. For RV, tent, and comfy yurt reservations at Sunset Bay State Park, call (800)
452-5687 (oregonstateparks.org).Historic Shore Acres GardensDon’t miss visiting nearby Shore
Acres State Park and Gardens (541-888-3732; shoreacres.net), accessed by Cape Arago
Highway from Coos Bay and Charleston, once the grand turn-of-the-20th-century estate of
wealthy south coast lumberman Louis J. Simpson. Simpson’s prospering business was built by
his father, Asa Meade Simpson, in the late 1800s. The garden is just a mile beyond Sunset Bay
State Park campground. A wooded walkway invites visitors past a small gift shop and display
illustrating the history of Shore Acres and the Simpson family, researched by Oregon historian
Stephen Dow Beckham. The beautifully restored gardens encompass more than 5 acres and
feature enormous beds of elegant roses, lush plantings of dahlias, exotic tree species, tall firs,
and a lovely sunken Japanese garden around a large pond with seasonal plantings. Find the
small rose garden hidden beyond the pond. Paved walkways lined with low boxwood hedges in
the upper garden area are wheelchair accessible. Along the nearby sea cliff is an enclosed
gazebo where the mansion once perched—an excellent place to read more displays about
history, watch for whales and to safely view the crashing waves of winter storms. You’ll notice,
too, many up-tilted ledges and massive outcroppings—ancient geology at its best on the south
coast! Easy hiking trails and picnic areas are also available on the grounds. Shore Acres State
Park is open year-round from dawn to dusk (no pets are allowed outside vehicles except guide
dogs). The gardens are decorated with thousands of sparkling holiday lights from Thanksgiving
to New Year’s Eve.Coos Bay, Charleston, and North BendDrive on to Cape Arago, at the end of
the road, for another panorama of wave-sculpted bluffs, for ocean breezes, and, often, for the
cacophony of barking Steller’s sea lions, harbor seals, and elephant seals on Simpson’s Reef.
You’ll find secluded picnic tables and hiking trails here as well. Year-round camping is also
available at nearby Bastendorff Beach County Park, along with a wide sandy beach and good
views of the ocean. This less-crowded spot is excellent for flying kites and for walking along the
beach.Driving past the county park back toward Coos Bay–North Bend, notice the colorful boat
harbor at Charleston; here visitors can go crabbing from the dock area. Charter fishing
excursions are also available at the Charleston Marina; for current information call the friendly
folks at Betty Kay Charters (541-888-9021). Stop at one of the many cafes and restaurants in the
boat basin, such as High Tide Cafe (541-888-3664; hightidecafeoregon.com) for specialty
coffees, sandwiches, soups, fresh fish dishes, juicy steaks, and awesome chowder; opens at
11:00 a.m. Closed Monday and Tuesday. Don’t miss a visit to the Charleston Marine Life Center
on the campus of University of Oregon’s Oregon Institute of Marine Biology at 63466 Boat Basin
Road (541-888-2581; charlestonmarinelifecenter.com), which interprets coastal ecosystems.
Admission is $5 for adults; children are free and donations are welcome.From Charleston follow



the signs to the towns of Coos Bay and North Bend. On US 101 South pop into Kaffe 101 at 171
South Broadway (541-267-4894) for steaming lattes and great pastries. You can learn the best
ways to brew coffee, store beans, and also order their fresh roasted coffees such as Bean Forge
Blend, Lighthouse Blend, and Whiskey Run Blend at thebeanforge.com. If your taste buds cater
to natural foods, try the Blue Heron Bistro (541-267-3933; blueheronbistro.com), which is well
known for home-baked breads, tasty soups, delicious entrees, freshly made desserts, and
gourmet coffee. The bistro, located at the corner of Commercial Street and US 101 in Coos Bay,
is open daily at 11:00 a.m. For other casual and tasty fare, try Shark Bites Café, 240 S.
Broadway (541-269-7475; sharkbites.com) across from the Egyptian Theatre; and Chocolates of
Oregon at 240 S. Broadway (541-217-7415), a chocolates shop with plenty of options from
around the state. 7 Devils Brewing Company, 247 S. 2nd Street (541-808-3738;
7devilsbrewery.com) is a wonderful craft brewpub in downtown, with locally sourced ingredients
on the menu and in the brews, too. Step outside and take in the expansive mural painted on the
wall, depicting the greater bay area.TOP Annual Events on the Oregon
CoastFEBRUARYNewport Seafood and Wine
FestivalNewportnewportchamber.comMARCHSavor Cannon BeachCannon
BeachSavorcannonbeach.comAPRILAstoria Warrenton Crab, Seafood and Wine
FestivalAstoriaoldoregon.comMAYAzalea FestivalBrookings-Harborbrookingsor.comDepoe Bay
Fleet of FlowersDepoe Baydepoebaychamber.orgRhododendron
FestivalFlorenceflorencechamber.comWhale of a Wine FestivalGold
Beachgoldbeachwinefestival.comJUNEPistol River Wave BashGold
Beachinternationalwindsurfingtour.comJULYCircles in the
SandBandonsandypathbandon.comOregon Coast Music FestivalCoos
Bayoregonsadventurecoast.comSouthern Oregon Kite
FestivalBrookingssouthernoregonkitefestival.comAUGUSTAstoria Regatta
FestivalAstoriaastoriaregatta.orgSEPTEMBERBay Area Fun FestCoos
Bayoregonsadventurecoast.comCranberry FestivalBandonbandon.comMill-Luck Salmon
CelebrationCoos Baythemillcasino.comMuttzanitaManzanitamuttzanita.com.OCTOBERLincoln
City Kite FestivalLincoln Cityoregoncoast.orgNOVEMBERNature’s Coastal Holiday Festival of
LightsBrookingsSeaside Parade of LightsSeasideseasideor.comYachats Celtic Music
FestivalYachatsyachatscelticmusicfestival.orgWorks Progress Administration (WPA) History on
the South CoastHeading north from Coos Bay–North Bend, travelers drive high above the bay
via McCullough Bridge, one of the longest bridges constructed by the WPA along the Oregon
coast. Signed into law by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the WPA provided much-needed work
for thousands of Americans during the Great Depression of the 1930s. McCullough Bridge,
designed by renowned bridge designer Conde McCullough, is nearly a mile in length and was
dedicated on June 5, 1936. Channel spans rise 150 feet to accommodate large ships entering
and leaving Coos Bay’s large, protected harbor.Motoring on scenic US 101, with its many
bridges spanning numerous rivers, ocean bays, and estuaries, it’s easy to forget this was once a



windswept wilderness laced with only deer and Indian trails. Indians, explorers, and pioneers
traveled on foot, on horseback, by canoe, and, later, by ferry. There were no bridges. During the
late 1800s and early 1900s, the stagecoach lines traveled on sections of the sandy beach!For a
visit to a historic newspaper and job-printing shop on the National Register of Historic Places,
plan a summertime stop at the Marshfield Sun Printing Museum (541-269-1565), located at the
corner of Front Street and Bayshore Drive (US 101 North) in Coos Bay. The Marshfield Sun
newspaper was edited and published by Jesse Allen Luse from 1891 until 1944. In the museum,
you’ll see the shop as it was left when Luse passed away, including a Washington handpress, a
Chandler and Price platen press, and nearly 200 fonts of type in their cases on the main floor of
the building. On the upper level, see exhibits on the history of printing and on early Marshfield
(Coos Bay’s former name) as well as a collection of original Marshfield Sun newspapers. The
museum is open from Memorial Weekend through Labor Day, Tuesday through Saturday from
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Plan a stop at the Coos Bay Visitor’s Information Center (50 Central
Avenue, 541-269-0215; oregonsadventurecoast.com) for maps, directions, and information
about lodgings in the area.History buffs can stop at the Coos History Museum on the waterfront
of the bay (1210 N Front Street; 541-756-6320; cooshistory.org), for a look at south coast Native
American and pioneer displays, exhibits, and vintage photographs. The museum is open
Tuesday through Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; closed Monday and holidays.In North
Bend near the McCullough Bridge is the well-stocked North Bend Visitor Information Center
(800-472-9176) along with a shady picnic area and public restrooms. Ask the staff at the visitor
center which plays are currently running at Little Theatre on the Bay (2100 Sherman Avenue,
541-756-4336; thelibertytheater.org) in North Bend. Little Theatre is the second-oldest
community theater in the state, having begun in 1948. Hungry by now? For tasty Italian favorites,
try Ciccarelli’s Restaurant, 2072 Sherman Avenue (541-751-1999) and for delicious vegan food,
pop into Tin Thistle at 1972 Sherman Avenue (541-267-0267). For specialty coffee drinks try
Books by the Bay Coffee, 1875 Sherman Avenue, 541-756-1215, and for terrific breakfasts in
generous portions, visit Pancake Mill (2390 Tremont Avenue; 541-756-2751).At the small town of
Lakeside, a few miles north of North Bend, visitors learn that most of North Tenmile Lake as well
as South Tenmile Lake are accessible only by boat, its many arms reaching into Coastal Range
forests. Anglers return year after year to Lakeside to stalk the black bass, bluegill, trout, and
catfish in the lake’s waters. Good boat ramps, a marina, art boutiques, motels, and campgrounds
are found in the Tenmile Lakes area. For current information about daily flat-deck pontoon
rentals, boat rentals, and the spring bass-fishing contest, call Ringo’s Lakeside Marina
(541-759-3312; ringoslakesidemarina.com).The Majestic Oregon DunesThe Oregon Dunes are
the largest expanse of coastal sand dunes in North America, known for huge hills of sand
formed by wind, water, and time. This natural wonder stretches 40 miles from the Siuslaw River
south nearly to North Bend, interspersed with islands of trees, marsh-like low points, and access
to open beach. Most people access the dunes on motorized all-terrain vehicles like dune
buggies, dirt bikes, or four-wheelers. Bring your own, rent one or sign up for a tour from a



recreational outfitter.If your own two legs are your preferred method of traversing nature, visit the
John Dellenbeck Dunes Trailhead, 5 miles south of Winchester Bay on US 101 at mile marker
222. This trail is a wonderful combination of coastal rainforest, open sand dunes, and oceanfront
beach. The trailhead is near the highway, beginning in a lush forest of shore pine, alder, wax
myrtle, and Sitka spruce. Choose an easy 1-mile interpretive loop hike on a good trail through
rhododendrons and salal, or traverse further to trek into the loose sand of the Oregon Dunes. It’s
2.7 miles to walk all the way through the dunes to the ocean beach, a stunning and rewarding
hike, though be advised that hiking in dunes is more tiring than hiking a trail. Also be aware of
the possibility of flooding in the wet season. The good news is that there aren’t any motorized
vehicles allowed in this section of the dunes, so while you may hear ATVs in the distance, you
won’t see any, or worse, need to dodge them on your hike. John Dellenbeck was a former state
representative who advocated for protection of the Oregon Dunes.Pet-friendly; bring a leash;
don’t park in the adjacent Eel Creek Campground unless you have secured a campsite.Whale-
Watching TerritoryThis section of the Oregon Coast offers a number of scenic waysides and
pullouts where travelers can often spot whales during January and March. Browse
whalespoken.org for information about places along this section of the coast where volunteers
will staff viewing stations during this time and offer helpful information.Winchester Bay and
ReedsportTravel north again on US 101 to Winchester Bay, the largest salmon-fishing harbor on
the Oregon Coast, and discover bustling Salmon Harbor—where the Umpqua River meets the
Pacific Ocean—by turning west toward Windy Cove Campground. You’ll find facilities here for
launching seaworthy boats and for renting crabbing and fishing equipment; you’ll also find
custom canning, bait, fuel, and ice, as well as information about appropriate fishing licenses.
Charter deep-sea fishing trips are available throughout most of the year at Salmon Harbor. Stop
at the Reedsport–Winchester Bay Visitor Center (541-271-3495; reedsportcc.org) for maps and
information about fishing, campgrounds, parks, and also current information about the Oregon
Dunes National Recreation Area.Continue on the loop drive, following the south shore of Salmon
Harbor, to discover Umpqua River Lighthouse. From the impressive 65-foot tower, a bright red
flash is seen some 16 miles at sea, the only colored signal on the Oregon coast. Ask about tours
of the lighthouse May through October (541-271-4631). Camping options include RV and tent
spaces at Umpqua Lighthouse State Park or nearby Windy Cove (800-452-5687;
oregonstateparks.org for reservations). Ask about the large yurts at the Umpqua Lighthouse
State Park campground that come with large double bunk beds, heater, and an outdoor picnic
table and fire ring. Bring your own bedding, camping lights, folding chairs, groceries, ice chests,
and outdoor barbecue gear. For RV spaces with hookups and great water views, check out
Winchester Bay RV Resort at Salmon Harbor Marina (541-271-0287;
winchesterbayresort.com).At Reedsport you can walk along reconstructed boardwalks
reminiscent of the industrial area that housed canneries and sawmill sheds in earlier days and
also learn about the small coastal town’s history at the splendid Umpqua Discovery Center. It is
located near the boardwalk at 409 Riverfront Way in Old Town, just off US 101 (541-271-4816;



umpquadiscoverycenter.com). The kids will enjoy spotting the tall totem pole at the entry and
peeking through the center’s periscope for a 360-degree view of the Umpqua River, nearby
railroad swing bridge, and jet-boat dock. The center is open 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. June through
September; winter hours are 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Tasty eats are available nearby at the
Schooner Inn Cafe (423 River Front Way; 541-271-3945), which offers indoor and outdoor
seating with views of the Umpqua River. Sugar Shack Bakery offers tasty bakery treats
(541-271-3514); open daily to 6:30 p.m. For a huge menu offering cedar plank salmon to peanut
butter pie pop into Harbor Light Restaurant at 930 US 101 (541-271-3848;
harborlightrestaurant.com).If you drive east toward Roseburg and I-5 via Highway 38, be sure to
pull off at the Dean Creek Elk Viewing Area just 3 miles east of Reedsport and near the Umpqua
River. Pause at Hinsdale Interpretive Center for helpful displays and to peek through the viewing
scope, then gaze out over nearly 500 acres of bottomland and 600 acres of hilly woodlands,
where a hundred or more mammoth elk roam free. Depending on the time of day, you may also
see a parade of other wildlife, such as porcupines, coyotes, and raccoons as well as many bird
species.Just south of Florence, detour from US 101 at the Oregon Dunes Overlook, a scenic
pullout area with wheelchair-accessible observation decks that offer good views of the ocean
and dunes. In the Oregon Dunes are twelve developed trails, ranging from a 0.75-mile stroll
along a small lagoon to a 6-mile hike through Douglas fir forests and rugged sand dunes. Maps
and information about other accessible sand-dune areas can be obtained from the well-stocked
Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area Visitors Centernin Reedsport (541-271-6000;
fs.usda.gov). Check with the helpful staff about appropriate preparation and equipment needed
for visiting the dunes’ areas; newcomers should arrange a guided tour prior to going alone out
onto the dunes.FlorenceAt the junction of US 101 and Highway 126, near the mouth of the
Siuslaw River, stop and explore Florence, a thriving community of some 9,000 coast dwellers.
Old Town Florence, along the river near Bay Street, is a pleasant place to stroll and poke into
charming shops, galleries, and eateries housed in some of the town’s most historic
buildings.Along Bay Street, in Old Town, you can stop for dinner at Bay View Bistro
(541-590-3000; bwpierpointinn.com), at Waterfront Depot Restaurant (541-902-9100; the
waterfrontdepot.com), open daily at 4:00 p.m., or at Bridgewater Fish House and Zebra Bar at
1297 Bay Street (541-997-1133), open daily at 11:00 a.m. Enjoy great sundaes and cones at
BJ’s Ice Cream (541-997-7286), open daily at 11:00 a.m., or stop in for a steaming cup of
espresso at River Roasters on the river, 1240 Bay Street (541-997-3443; coffeeoregon.com) or
at Old Town Coffee Roasters (541-997-1786), doors open daily at 8:00 a.m., on Nopal Street
near the port of Siuslaw. An old-fashioned gazebo in tiny Old Town Park offers a cozy spot to sit
with a view of the Siuslaw River and its graceful drawbridge, ca. 1936, constructed by the 1930s
WPA (Works Progress Administration). For a local’s favorite visit Hukilau Pacific Fusion at 185
US 101 (541-991-1071). Find good breakfast at the Dunes Cafe (541-997-5799), open daily at
5:00 a.m., near the junction of US 101 and Highway 126.If you haven’t time to try catching your
own crabs but would like to see how it’s done, drive a couple of miles south to the South Jetty,



walk out on the large wooden pier, and watch folks lower bait-filled crab rings into the churning
waters. Here you’re on the Siuslaw River estuary, where the river meets the Pacific Ocean—
surging against the oncoming tides. If you visit from November through February, look for the
squadron of some 200 snowy white tundra swans that winter on the Siuslaw River’s marshes
near South Jetty. It’s a good idea to bring rain gear, waterproof boots, and binoculars.After this
invigorating trek, head back to Old Town in Florence to Mo’s Seafood & Chowder for their classic
clam chowder or tasty fish and chips; it’s located at the east end of Bay Street (541-997-2185).
You can also enjoy Mo’s tasty eats at sites in Astoria, Seaside, Cannon Beach, Otter Rock,
Newport, and Lincoln City. For comfortable overnight lodgings and great breakfasts, check with
the Blue Heron Inn Bed & Breakfast, a comfortable 1940s country home overlooking the Siuslaw
River (800-997-7780 or 541-997-4091; blueheroninnflorence.com). You could also consider the
River House Inn, 1202 Bay Street (888-824-2454) on the banks of the Siuslaw, or hole up at the
ca. 1930s Lighthouse Inn, 155 Highway 101 (866-997-3221; lighthouseinn-florence.com),
located within walking distance of Old Town. For other lodgings stop at the Florence Area Visitor
Center, 290 US 101 (541-997-3128; florencechamber.com).If you’d like to view the ocean
astride a horse, check with the friendly folks at C and M Stables (541-997-7540) located 8 miles
north of Florence at 90241 US 101 North, to reserve a horse for yourself or the whole family for
beach and sunset rides, dune trail rides, or winter rides. The stables are open daily June through
October but closed on Monday and Tuesday during winter months.Next, turn off US 101 at the
Darlingtonia Wayside sign, pull into the visitor parking area, and follow the shaded trail to the
sturdy boardwalk that takes you out onto a marshy bog. This is one of the few small nature
preserves in the United States set aside for conserving a single native species. Darlingtonia
californica is often called “cobra lily” because it captures and actually digests insects. You can
see the unusual greenish-speckled tubular-shaped plants here from spring through summer and
into early fall.Your next stop is Devil’s Elbow State Park, just beyond Cape Creek Bridge. The
park’s sheltered beach offers a lovely spot to picnic and to beachcomb for shells and driftwood.
Offshore, the large rock “islands,” part of the Oregon Islands National Wildlife Refuge, are
transient nesting grounds for tufted puffins, cormorants, pigeon guillemots, and numerous kinds
of seagulls. From here you can walk the forested trail over to the ca. 1894 Heceta Head
Lighthouse. The lighthouse is open occasionally for touring and the historic keeper’s house is
open for bed and breakfast lodging; call for current information (541-547-3696;
hecetalighthouse.com). Parking for guests is available next to the keeper’s house. Be prepared
for innkeepers’ hearty seven-course breakfast!By now, midway on your coastal trek, you have
surely felt the magic of the ocean seeping into your bones. Even words like “magnificent,”
“incredible,” and “awesome” seem inadequate to describe the wide-angle views along this
stretch of the Oregon coast. It’s a panoramic showstopper of the first order, and nearly every
inch of it is open to the public. One such dramatic encounter is found by walking down the short
trail at Devil’s Churn (Wayside) to watch incoming waves as they thunder and foam into a narrow
basalt fissure. Wear sturdy walking shoes and use caution here, especially with children.For



another spectacular view, drive up to Cape Perpetua and its visitor center, just a short distance
off US 101, perched atop a jagged chunk of 40-million-year-old volcanic basalt. The Forest
Service staff offers lots to see and do at Cape Perpetua, including six nature trails, campfire
talks at Tillicum Beach, and naturalist-led hikes down to the tide pools, together with interpretive
nature exhibits and films. The visitor center (541-547-3289; fs.usda.gov/Siuslaw) is open daily at
10:00 a.m. fall through spring, and at 9:30 a.m. in summer. Also within the Cape Perpetua Scenic
Area are group picnic areas, a campground, and a 22-mile self-guided auto tour.OTHER
Attractions Worth Seeing on the CoastFort Stevens Historic Areanear Astoria in Hammond;
Peter Iredale shipwreck on beachPort Orford Lifeboat Station atPort Orford Heads State
Parkarchive.is/p3VOSouth Slough National Estuarine Reserve and Interpretive Centernear
Charleston (541-888-5558)Tillamook Forest CenterHighway 6 (milepost 22 near
Tillamook)tillamookforestcenter.orgYachats and NewportFor pleasant oceanside lodgings and
good eateries on the central coast, there are several possibilities near Waldport and Yachats.
The Overleaf Lodge and Spa, 280 Overleaf Lodge Lane (541-547-4880; overleaflodge.com),
offers dozens of splendid guest rooms, all with large windows facing the ocean. An onsite spa on
the top floor offers views of the sea from its soaking pool. Delicious breakfasts are served each
morning, and an evening reception offers light refreshments. Right out front of the property is the
historic 804 Trail, once a county road and probably a footpath before that, which leads north to a
sandy beach and south into town.In the small community of Yachats, try the Green Salmon
Coffee Company, 220 US 101 North (541-547-3077; thegreensalmon.com), for tasty coffee and
espresso drinks, teas, fresh-baked scones, danish, and savories as well as homemade soups
and panini sandwiches. The Drift Inn, a historic restaurant and bar open daily for breakfast,
lunch, and dinner at 124 US 101 North (541-547-4477; the-drift-inn.com), offers fresh seafood,
chowder, homemade breads, and tasty desserts. Beer lovers can visit Yachats Brewing and
Farmstore (541-547-3884), 348 US 101 North. This delightful place was once a bank and has
been transformed with the use of reclaimed woods, plenty of windows, and many living plants.
Try an array of fresh craft beer and a menu boasting great food made from local products and
produce. Leroy’s Blue Whale Caffe, on US 101 near 7th Street (541-547-3399), offers delicious
fish and chips. For additional information about this area, contact the Yachats Area Visitor Center
(800-929-0477; yachats.org).Continue north again on US 101 for about 20 miles to Newport,
where two more lighthouses await—the ca. 1871 Yaquina Bay Lighthouse in Yaquina Bay State
Park, and the ca. 1872 Yaquina Head Lighthouse at Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area
(blm.gov); these are located 3 miles north of Newport and 1 mile west of US 101. Both
lighthouses are open for touring, call ahead to check current hours (541-574-3100 and
541-265-5679; yaquinalights.org). Yaquina Head’s tower, rising 93 feet on a point of land at the
edge of the ocean, is especially dramatic; its light has remained active since 1872. Yaquina Bay
Lighthouse, nearby, offers limited tours of a fine museum with period furnishings in all the rooms
in the keeper’s house; its light was constructed atop the house and is no longer in service. Be
sure to visit the gardens on the grounds and also notice the colonies of seabirds on the offshore



islands here. There is an entrance fee per car payable at the entry booth. Ask too about joining
Friends of Yaquina Lighthouses and about the annual Pacific Coast Passport, which allows
travelers to visit a variety of locations up and down the Oregon coast.Most everyone who travels
through this part of the central coast will plan a stop at the Oregon Coast Aquarium
(541-867-3474; aquarium.org) in Newport to see all kinds of sea creatures and sea mammals
swimming in enormous and enclosed underwater habitats. Both the aquarium and the Hatfield
Marine Science Center (541-867-0100; hmsc.oregonstate.edu) are located just below the
Yaquina Bay Bridge at the south edge of Newport. Both open daily at 9:00 a.m. during summer
months and at 10:00 a.m. the rest of the year.On Newport’s bay front, visit the Pacific Maritime &
Heritage Center at 333 SE Bay Blvd. (541-246-7509; oregoncoasthistory.org), which offers
views of Newport’s working harbor. The center offers educational maritime programs and also
maritime activities at the working wharf. The center is located in a historic home built in 1925 and
restored after the original home was destroyed by fire in 1924.For a meal on the bay front, have
lunch at one of the city’s oldest eateries, Canyon Way Bookstore & Restaurant, 1216 SW
Canyon Way (541-265-8319; canyonway.com), which features homemade pastas, delicious
breads, meat- or seafood-filled croissants, and delectable pastries. Buy a book or a stack of
books while you are there as well. Open Monday through Friday at 11:30 a.m. A true local’s
favorite is Local Ocean, a popular eatery plus fish market offering fresh oysters, seafood stew,
and rock cod tacos, 213 SE Bay Boulevard (541-574-7959; localocean.net). The second-floor
dining offers incredible views of the Yaquina Bay Bridge and the working harbor.Rogue Brewery
on the Bay, an Oregon ClassicJack Joyce and Bob Woodell, University of Oregon fraternity
brothers, first began brewing ales, an amber and a gold, in a basement in southern Oregon in
1988. A year later, they bought an old warehouse on the central coast, in Newport, and hired
John Maier, who had been with Alaska Brewing, as the new brewmaster for Rogue Ales. They
added the pub, recycled the back bar from the old Elk Tavern and opened to the public in spring
1989. Curious Newport locals stopped by and never left. Rogue Ales is now noted for more than
fifty handcrafted ales including such intriguing names as Portland State IPA, XS McRogue
Scotch Ale, Shakespeare Oatmeal Stout, and Cap’n Sig’s Northwestern Ale. They feature
handcrafted ales, porters, stouts, lagers, and spirits.Pop into Rogue Brewer’s on the Bay (2320
OSU Drive, 541-867-3664), at the Yaquina Bay Marina, Newport, or the location on the other
side of the bay at 748 SW Bay Blvd., 541-265-3188.Book Lovers Alert: Newport’s Sylvia Beach
Hotel Is the PlaceOffering guest rooms decorated for well-known novelists such as Mark Twain,
Agatha Christie, J. K. Rowling, and Ernest Hemingway, the Sylvia Beach Hotel (541-265-5428;
sylviabeachhotel.com) also offers a cozy library on the top floor crammed with books,
overstuffed chairs, and the best view of the ocean. Storm watching is excellent during winters
when the wind howls, the building shakes, the rain goes sideways, and ocean waves crash
some 50 feet below on the rocks and beach. Breakfast is included with your room and you can
also order dinner, which is served family-style with a choice of four entrees. Hot spiced wine is
usually served evenings around 10:00 p.m. Note: No TVs, radios, or telephones in the guest



rooms, just books!In Newport’s historic Nye Beach area, stop at the Newport Visual Arts Center
at 777 NW Beach Drive (541-265-6540; coastarts.org) to immerse yourself in central coast art.
These exhibits are free to enter from 12:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Tuesday through Sunday.Enjoy
poking into shops and eateries in Nye Beach along NW Beach Street off Coast Drive. For
yummy pastries, breads, sandwiches, and espresso drinks, check out Panini Bakery at 232 NW
Coast Street (541-265-5033). Nana’s Irish Pub (613 NW 3rd Street; 541-574-8787;
nanasirishpub.com) is a fun destination offering authentic Irish fare with seating indoors and out.
Other favorites include Georgie’s Beachside Grill, noted as a romantic eatery, 744 SW Elizabeth
Street (541-265-9800; georgiesbeachsidegrill.com), and Sorella, 526 NW Coast Street
(541-265-4055; sorellanyebeach.com).Pleasant inns in the Newport area, most offering great
ocean views, include Newport Belle Riverboat Inn, aboard a 97-foot-long stern-wheel-style
riverboat (541-867-6290; newportbelle.com) located at the Yaquina Bay marina and offering
great sunset views across the calm waters to the Yaquina Bay Bridge and the ocean; Tyee
Lodge Oceanfront Bed & Breakfast (541-265-8953; tyeelodge.com), at 4925 NW Woody Way at
ocean’s edge near downtown Newport; and ca. 1940s Agate Beach Motel (175 Gilbert Way;
541-265-8746; agatebeachmotel.com) located 1 mile north of Newport and renovated in
postmodern style with comfy rooms and decks and also overlooking the beach.The Newport
Visitor Information Center (800-262-7844; discovernewport.com) offers current information
about other lodgings and the variety of goings-on in the area. For live theater offerings, check out
the Newport Performing Arts Center in Nye Beach (541-265-2787; coastarts.org) for the current
playbills.Heading north again on US 101, you can access Otter Crest Scenic Loop Drive, at
Otter Rock. First drive out to the bluff to peer down into Devil’s Punch Bowl, a rounded
outcropping into which the ocean thunders. The tiny Mo’s West here offers tasty clam chowder
and fish and chips. The loop drive reconnects with US 101 within a couple of miles.If you’re
driving through the area at low tide—you can pick up current tide tables for a nominal cost at
most visitor centers, or use an online app—stop at the Inn at Otter Crest, parking close to the
ocean, just beyond The Lodge Restaurant. Walk a short path down to the beach, where you can
see a fascinating array of tide pools formed by rounded depressions in the large volcanic rocks.
Bathed by tidal currents twice each day, coastal tide pools may house a variety of species, such
as sea anemones, sea urchins, goose barnacles, sea stars, sea slugs, limpets, jellyfish, and tiny
crabs. Note: Do not disturb live sea creatures.If your picnic basket and cooler are full of goodies
and cold beverages, consider a lunch stop at one of the most charming coastal day-use parks,
Fogarty Creek Wayside, just north of Depoe Bay and Pirate’s Cove. Here you can walk a path
that meanders through the park, alongside a small creek, and through a tunnel under the
highway to a small sandy cove right on the edge of the ocean. Weather permitting, you can enjoy
your picnic with seagulls and sandpipers for company. In the park are picnic tables and
restrooms. It’s a great place for families with small children.Depoe Bay, Gleneden Beach, and
Lincoln CityIf, however, you’re driving through this section of the central coast early in the day
and the ocean is flat and shimmering in the morning sun, stop at the seawall in Depoe Bay, just



south of Fogarty Creek, to see whether the gray whales are swimming past. Of the seven
different kinds of whales plying the Pacific Ocean, the grays maneuver closest to the shoreline.
Some 15,000 of the mammoth creatures migrate south from November to January and return
north from March to May. This 12,000-mile round-trip is the longest known for any mammal. You
could also hole up near Depoe Bay at the cozy Inn at Arch Rock (800-767-1835;
innatarchrock.com) with panoramic views of the ocean or at Troller’s Lodge, 355 SW US 101
(800-472-9335; trollerslodge.com).Equipment for whale watching is minimal—helpful are good
binoculars, a camera, and warm clothing. Or just shade your eyes and squint, gazing west
toward the horizon. You might be rewarded for your patience by seeing one of the grays
“breach”—that is, leap high out of the water and then fall back with a spectacular splash.During
one week in January and another week in March, some 200 volunteers at whale-watching sites
all along the coast offer helpful information, brochures, maps, and assistance with spotting the
gray whales. Look for the familiar logo “Whale Watching Spoken Here” and for the volunteers,
ranging from school kids to oldsters. For more information, check the helpful website
whalespoken.org and stop at the Whale Watching Center in Depoe Bay where rangers are
ready to answers your questions (541-765-3304; oregon stateparks.org).Both at Shore Acres,
located west of Coos Bay–North Bend, and at Cape Perpetua, north of Florence, you can view
whales from glassed-in areas and stay dry to boot.Just south of Lincoln City, in Gleneden
Beach, tucked away at 6645 Gleneden Beach Loop Road, is a good lunch and dinner stop, the
Side Door Cafe (541-764-3825; sidedoorcafe.com); open at 11:30 a.m., Tuesday through
Saturday. This cozy, eclectic space delivers delicious food and cocktails.Nestled in a hillside
setting of coast pine and Douglas fir, casually elegant Salishan Lodge Resort & Spa (7760 N.
Hwy. 101, Gleneden Beach; 800-452-2300; salishan.com) offers spacious and comfortable
guest suites, an art gallery, a golf course, indoor tennis courts, an indoor swimming pool, and
gourmet dining in the inn’s three restaurants. The wine cellar is exemplary. Directly across US
101 from the lodge, you’ll find the lively MarketPlace of small boutiques, breweries, bookshops,
and eateries, and, at the north end, a pleasant nature trail that skirts tiny Siletz
Bay.oregontriviaSiuslaw is an Indian word meaning “faraway waters.” Most of the lakes in this
area have special Indian names: Cleawox, meaning “paddle wood”; Siltcoos, meaning “plenty
elk”; and Tahkenitch, meaning “many arms.”Gently Explore Oregon’s Tide PoolsCruising through
tide pools is a tried-and-true coastal activity, especially with kids along for the fun. But it’s wise to
mind safety, both for you and for the plants and animals you wish to see. Seaweed is slippery,
wear good closed-toe shoes, and avoid jumping from rock to rock; keep a wary eye on the
incoming tide; watch for large “sneaker” waves, which can appear out of the regular wave
pattern; stay away from rolling logs, which can move quickly onto an unsuspecting tide-pooler,
particularly a small child; don’t remove live marine creatures from the tide pools or take any live
specimens with you; avoid walking on rocks bearing animals, including barnacles and mussels,
as your weight can crush them. There are beach treasures which you and the kids can collect
and take home, including limpet and barnacle shells, sand dollar and sea urchin shells, dried



kelp, driftwood, beach rocks, and translucent agates. It was once common to find Japanese
glass floats on the beaches of Oregon, and the folks of Lincoln City celebrate that heritage with
the Finders Keepers program. Find a custom-made blown glass float in the sand and it’s yours to
take home.Following all this whale-spying and gourmet eating, you and the kids can stop by
Catch the Wind Kite Shop at 266 SE US 101 (541-994-9500) in Lincoln City for a look at kites of
all sizes, shapes, colors, and prices. It’s located just across the highway from the D River
Wayside beach, where, on a particularly windy day, you can watch kites being flown by grown-
ups and kids of all ages. For tasty eats, try the friendly Wildflower Grill at 4250 NE US 101
(541-994-9663; thewildflowergrill.com) that offers omelets, home-style soups and chowder,
seafood dishes, and homemade desserts. The covered deck overlooks a wetland where you
may dine with the ducks, herons, beavers, deer, and occasionally an eagle perched in a nearby
fir tree. Call to confirm current hours. Also at the north end of Lincoln City, the legendary
Barnacle Bill’s at 2174 NE US 101 (541-994-3022) is a good stop for fresh seafood and deli
items. Pacific Grind Cafe at 4741 SW US 101 (541-994-8314; pacificgrindcafe.com) offers great
coffee, espresso, sandwiches, and soups; open Monday through Saturday. Don’t miss the house
coffee, which features Left Coast Blend, from nearby Cape Foulweather Coffee Company. You
can pop into Kyllo’s, also at the D River (1110 NW 1st. Ct.; 541-994-3179;
kyllosseafoodandgrill.com). The ocean rolls right up to the restaurant under the right conditions,
and fresh seafood from halibut to lingcod, clam chowder and an amazing happy hour
compliment the view.Also located in the Taft community, you can find comfortable sleeps at
Historic Anchor Inn, 4417 SW Highway 101 (541-996-3810; historicanchorinn.com). A nostalgic
1940s feeling emanates in the guest rooms and comfy common area, and guests find hot
popcorn, warm cookies, and a complimentary breakfast in the morning. For helpful information
about the entire area, stop at the Lincoln City Visitor Center at the far north end of town, at 801
SW US 101 (800-452-2151; lincolncity.org). You can snoop Finders Keepers on the beach for
local handblown glass floats, all colors, from mid-October to Memorial Day. Ask, too, for
directions to the nearby Connie Hansen Garden Conservancy—a true plantswoman’s botanical
paradise. Lush native plantings, grassy walkways, native shrub and ornamental tree species,
and watery streams ramble about on two city lots, at 1931 NW 33rd Avenue. The splendid
garden is cared for and staffed by a group of dedicated volunteers on Tuesday and Thursday
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and is also open for visitors daily (541-994-6338;
conniehansengarden.com). Located on nearby Devil’s Lake just outside of Lincoln City check
out Lake House Bed & Breakfast, a cedar home and guest cottage, 2165 N.E. East Devil’s Lake
Road (541-996-8938 or 888-996-8938; lakehousebb.com). Another oceanfront option is Ocean
Terrace Condominiums, 4229 SW Beach Avenue (541-996-3623; oceanterrace.com). Small
condominiums accommodate families, and the kids will love the indoor heated swimming
pool.Golfing on the Oregon CoastSince golf’s beginnings on Scotland’s windswept dunes, folks
of all ages have enjoyed walking the fairways, swinging the clubs, and aiming those elusive putts
on the greens. Stow the golf clubs and golf shoes in the trunk and take in a number of scenic



links on your travels along the central coast. Call for current rates and tee times. Enjoy!Agate
Beach Golf CourseNewport9 holes, 6,004 yards, par 72(541)
265-7331agatebeachgolf.netAlderbrook Golf CourseTillamook18 holes, 5,692 yards, par
69(503) 842-2767alderbrookgolfcourse.comBandon Dunes Golf ResortBandon, four oceanside
links courses(541) 347-4380bandondunesgolf.comCedar Bend Golf CourseGold Beach,
opened 19719 holes, RV park nearbyCrestview Golf ClubWaldport, day-use RV parking9 holes,
3,062 yards, par 36(541) 563-3020crestviewgolfclub.com
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